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Programme Notes 

Carol of the Bells is a popular carol composed by Ukrainian composer Mykola Leontovych. Although 
not originally written as a Christmas song, recent inclusion in films such as ‘The Santa Claus’ and 
‘Home Alone’ combined with the addition of English lyrics, have secured it’s place in modern Christmas 
popular culture. It is characterised by the famous 4 note bell motif, passed through the trumpets 
and later throughout the ensemble, marking both the beginning and ending of this work. ‘Bell tone’ 

notes combined with muted trumpets, fast moving inner parts and an optional Glockenspiel part make 
this work a vibrant and effective addition to any Christmas programme, and a welcome change to the 

more usual Christmas melodies. As the work progresses, it slowly builds towards the glorious 
‘Gloria in excelsis Deo’ moment, the first time we hear a major tonality. As this falls away we are 

reminded of the minor 4 note bell motif which fades away into the distance. 
  

Superbrass Music 
Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions 

and arrangements for brass and percussion. 
Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest 

quality. 
Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 

A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 
ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 

The future is in your hands. 
Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 

 
If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at 

info@superbrass.co.uk 
Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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